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i I e L?J?uJ^ ITI , A I52 t REQUfr5T T0 SEe THIEU 5H0RTLY BEFORE REF TEL 
W!n? C S5 IVe0 - LATT£R ' THEREFORE, PROVIDED WELCOME and timely 


2. J 
THAT 

but t 
OF DE 

THEIR 

milli 

NEEDE 

0E5CR 


Saw the pre 
I PERSONALLY 
HAT II- PRESI 
FErtSt ANU OT 

CONTINUING 
ON SUPPLtHtiN 
D TO KNCl* NO 
IPTIUN OP HI 


sident late this afternoon and told him 

THOUGHT I UnOEHSTOOO- wHaT H£ wAS DOING aND WHY 
DENT FUND, THE SECRETARY OF STATE, TnE SECRETARY 
HER SENIOR ADVISERS wEKE TO BE FULLY EFFECTIVE I 
STRONG EFFORTS TO PROVIDE NOT ONLY Th£ S30O 
TAL bUT FURTHER M I L IT A R Y ASSISTNaCE FUNDS THEY 
f M Y ASSESSMENT bUT PRfc.SIOr.NT THIEU >5 UWN 
S STRATEGY ANU INTENTIONS, 


?r#riM'n c!-L eir^i ^AlU VltTNAM NU* FOUND ITSELF FACED WITH A 
Tu4? N B» e i2#» tN ^ Y P °HCE THAN AT .ANY TIME, CErTAINLY SINCE 19/2, 

that force. is being constantly reinforced kith units ur personnel - r 

n 

T« R IUi STRATEGIC reserve divisions, thus the enemy 

tv- !?- t ,.I°e C0 '' lt '^f* 1KATfc STROnG SUPERIOR FORCES IN LOCAL AREAS 

wATTft^n-nn 1181 ^ llaving his uwn r- urges at a oistinct qis- 

c RODUCED WITHOUT Sfc)£R£0THORlZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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time# south 

OF MILITARY 


VIETNAM IS NOT GETTING THE 
ITEMS PROVIDED FOR IN ThE 


4 » IN LIGHT OF THIS SITUATION, THE PRESIDENT SAID , HE 
COULD NO LONGER FIGhT WHAT FROM A MILITARY STANuPUlNT HAD FOR 
THii LAST TwO YcaRS tiE£N A "STUPIIT WAY TO FIGHT A WAR , HE 

had to give up territory ur face the prospect of having his 

OWN FORCES UcSTKOYto PIECE ttY PIECE# EVENTUALLY 

producing a situation where because of effort to defend every 
Part OF The country H£ COULD NO lunger DEFEND ANY OF IT. 

5. in THE HIGHLANDS he MIGHT HAVE KEPT PLEIKu AND PERHAPS 
.KONTUM, HOWEVER, WITH THE ROADS rWUM THE COAST BLOCKED BY 

the enemy this could have seen done only at great cost and even 
then the strong local superiority of the enemy would eventually 

MADE A OEi-ENSfc- OF PLEIKU A SUICIDE MISSION* HE HAD, THEREFORE, 

OECIDEO TO pull our WHAT forces he could, because uf the close 
PROXIMITY OF oTKONG enemy forces HE Had CONSIDER EU SPEED AND 
SURPRISE to be ESSENTIAL, IT HAD BEEN A TRaDE off between 
LOSING some EuUIPmEnT AnO AIRCRAFT And perhaps at the expense 
OF. A CAREFULLY ORGANIZED AND VERY ORDERLY WITHDRAWAL OH LOSING 
All OF his FORCES because uf INABILITY TU DISENGAGE THfcMStLVES 
From an IMMINENT ENlMY attack. 
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6. THE LOSS 

been a blow, 
had seen able 
plus support! 
Ban mc r huut 

RECAP tune OF 
RESOURCES Wril 

Take, and The 

TO FOREGO THE 


OF BAN Mg TMUQT# THE PRESIDENT SAID# HAD DEFINITELY 
IT HAD HAPPENEO BECAUSE Th£ NUR'TH VIETNAMESE 
TO CONCENTRATE A FORCE EQUIVALENT TU TWO DIVISION’S 
NG UNITS, IF THE GOVERNMENT HAO BEEN ABLE TU HOLD 

he night have used it as a dasl for the eventual 

PLEInU, OuCAUoE Or THE HEAVY INVESTMENT ClF 
OH AN EFFOrfT TO RECAPTuRt UAN ME ThUOT WOULD 
N WITH. AN UNCERTAIN OUTCOME, He HAD DECIOEU 

attempt. 
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7, turning to the rest of the country# especially the northern 
portion, and to the future the president said there is a soldier’s 
way ano there is a pulitzcams way of looking at THINGS, 
from the standpoint of the soldier what makes sense in the 
current situation is an effort TO MAINTAIN THE integrity 

of THE COUNTRY FROM PINH OlNH PROVINCE SOUTH, 

s tc fr g r 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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LESS THE HIGHLAND PROVINCES WHICH HAD BEEN lilV&tN UP* 



8, BUT AS A POLITICAL HE SAID# HE HAO TO THINK. OF MATTEKS 
DIFFERENTLY • HE SaIO In HIS SPEECH EARLIER THAT 0 AY THAT HE WOULD 
NOT AdANOuN THUS THIEn # I t E, HUE# AND THAT HE WAS determined 
TO DEFEND m OUR TERRIRQTY," ON THE OTHER HAND, HE HAS HAD 
TO TAKE away FROM GlNcRaL TRUONG THE AIROOKnE DIVISION WITHOUT 
ADEQUATE REPLACEMENT • THIS HADE THE PRESENT FORCE RATIO IN 
HR-1 EVEN less FAVORABLE TO ThE GOVERNMENT than It had been 

previously, guang tin ano most of quang ngai provinces are 
under present circumstances really not defensible, general Truong 
Has been instructed tq do his best with The forces he has 

AT HAND. hue would NOT 8E ABANDONED OUT WOULD &E FOUGHT 
FOR. THE PRESIDENT MaDE IT CLEAR# HOWEVER# THAT HE DID NOT 
THINK GENERAL TRUONG WOULD HE ABLE TO HOLD ANYTHING NORTH OF 
THE ha! Van Pass. THE PRESIDENT ALSO MADE IT CLEAR THAT THt 

defense of danang hao priority anu that an enclave might 
emerge there, it would have to be decided later whether to 

TRY TO HOLD THAT ENCLAVE. IF XT WERE TO BE USEFUL AS A 6LACH- 
HEAO FOR THE FUTURE RECAPTURE OF OTHER TERRITORY THAT WAS ONE 
THING BUT IF WERE To tf£ HELD SIMPLY AS A SUCIDE MISSION THAT 
WOULO BE ANOTHER. 

9, AT THE END OF OUR DISCUSSION THE PRESIDENT RETURNED TO THE THE? 
THAT UNTIL nUw THE K VW hAQ FOUGHT A WAR BaSED On THE PREMISES Or 
THE PARIS AGRtEMENT. THIS PREMISE MAD MAQE FOR A STUPID 
WAR MILITARILY, WITH SCATTERED UNITS On The GOVERNMENT'S 
SIDE TRYING TO DEFEND EVERY PIECE OF 1 EKKIKOT Y * THt cOHfttNT 
NORTH VIETNAMESE OFFENSIVE HAS NON ENDED ANY HOPE Or CONTINU- 
ING TO FIGHT ON THE PREMISES UF Th£ PaRIS AGREEMENT , THEREFORE, 
CONSIDERATION OF WHaT IS MILITARILY MOST EFFECTIVE IN 
DEFENDING AS MUCH OF THE POPULATION AS POSSIBLE AND MAINTAIN- 
ING THE INTEGRITY of the armed furces would HENCEFORTH uE the 
MOST IMPORTANT consideration. 


1C, on US ASSISTANCE The {RESIDENT SAID THAT HE APPRECIATES' 

AND IS GRATEFUL FOR PRESIDENT FORO'S DETERMINATION TO SEEK 
S3O0 MILLION SUPPLEMENTAL THIS YEAR. HE POINTED OUT# HOWEVER, 

that THt asuy million would nut provide for replacement, of 
any capital items lost in comsat, thieu said he *oulu 

LIKE, Fon EXAMPLE# FOR FORM STRIKE UNITS TO TAKt THE UFF EnS 1 Vt 

iftXKM 
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70 THE £N£HY AT PtACES OF HIS, AND NOT THE ENEMY »S CHOOSING 
BUT WITHOUT REPLACEMENT OF MAJQH ITEMS ME WOULD NOT Bt A^Lt 

TO DO SO, 

11 , IN SUMMARY, THIEU HAD MADE a BASIC DECISION TO TRADE major 
PAHI'S of TERRITORY, PROBABLY INCLUDING ALL OF 

PORTIONS OF MR- 2 , IN ORDER TO PROVIDE FOR AN feFrECTlYt OEFENSc. 
OF THE REMAINDER WITH THE RESOURCES AVAILABLE, IT. IS, 

IN MY VIEW, A COURAGEOUS DECISION, 
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